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SUBJECT: 

Response to comment 98-0574/15 - SORT

AUTHOR:

Ann Wallace

DATE:

November 5, 1999

REFERENCE:
CD 1.7

DISCUSSION:   The following quality review comment is addressed:

98-0574/15:

Page 512, 14.10.36, SORT, SR 8-g and SR 11:    The use of the term "character positions" in these rules is not workable. 
Regardless of whether the characters of the key are national or alphanumeric, a record can contain other keys and fields of either or both categories within the record size mentioned in this rule.  Therefore, "character positions" is an ambiguous measure.  Either the term "bytes" must be used, or the rules must be expressed in some other manner. 
PROPOSED CHANGES:

1. Page 534, 14.10.36.2, SORT statement, syntax rule 8 g), replace with the following:   
"If the file referenced by file-name-1 contains variable-length records, all the data items identified by key data-names shall be contained within the first x bytes of the record, where x is the number of bytes described by the minimum‑size record specified for the file referenced by file-name-1.  "

2. Page 534, 14.10.36.2, SORT statement, syntax rule 9, replace with the following:

"If file-name-3 references an indexed file, the first specification of data-name-1 shall be associated with an ASCENDING phrase and the data item referenced by that data-name-1 shall begin at the same byte location within its record and occupy the same number of bytes as the data item associated with the prime record key for that file.

OPEN ISSUE

In syntax rule 11, can we say "… occupy the same number of bytes as the prime record key …";  i.e., can we delete the words "the data item associated with"
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